


What can I do to be sure service-learning
is a part of my child’s education?

Is service-learning happening at your child’s school? Talk to teachers and
administrators to find out whether service-learning is already taking place at your child’s school.

Y@S! What now?

1. Let your support be known! Talk to your child’s teachers and/or school administrators to
find out how you might be able to help.

2. Make sure that those in charge of service-learning at your child’s school are aware of all
the great resources available through the National Service-Learning Clearinghouse.

3. Consider working with the PTA—the parent, teacher, student association—or another
parent/teacher organization to develop a plan for parents to be of support to teachers.
The PTA recognizes that collaboration with the community strengthens schools, families,
and student learning. Service-learning is an excellent way to foster partnerships with the
community. Support your child in helping the community! Visit www.pta.org for more
information.

NO. What now?

1. Take copies of Bring Learning to Life materials to your child’s school to inform teachers and
administrators of the benefits of service-learning.

2. School administrators may welcome articles on the impacts of service-learning in education.
Resources on this and other service-learning topics can be found on the last page of this
publication and by visiting www.servicelearning.org.

3. State Education Agencies receive funding from Learn and Serve America to help build
networks of teachers and school administrators, parents, and community agency partners
who are knowledgeable about service-learning and can work to get programs started. Visit
www.learnandserve.gov/about/contact/sea.asp to find contact information for someone
in your State Education Agency who can help connect you to this larger community
of service-learning supporters.

Get involved in other service-learning opportunities. Service-learning doesn't
just happen in schools! Inquire at local youth, community, or faith-based organizations to find
existing service-learning programs where your child can be involved. If they're not involved in
service-learning, introduce them to its benefits with Bring Learning to Life materials.

Visit the National Service-Learning Clearinghouse "Resources for Parents" page for additional
information on service-learning and a list of organization websites you can search for volunteering
and/or service-learning opportunities in your area.
www.servicelearning.org/instant_info/parents/index.php.

For more information, contact Learn and Serve America’s National Service-Learning Clearinghouse wiwiw.servicelearning.org.



Resources

This guide to the basics of service-learning for parents is a companion piece to the Learn and Serve
America video, Bring Learning to Life. This eight-minute video offers insights from teachers, principals,
and students who have experienced the benefits of service-learning, and provides an introduction to
service-learning as an effective strategy to improve academic achievement, increase student
engagement, improve social behavior, build civic skills, and strengthen community partnerships. The
video, available in VHS, CD-Rom, and DVD formats, also includes two television public service
announcements (60-second PSA and 30-second PSA).

Visit www.servicelearning.org or call 1-866-245-7378, ext. 130 to order free copies of Bring Learning
to Life DVDs, posters, and the teachers’ getting started guide Service-Learning in Action to share with
your school. Across America, service-learning is helping students perform better in school while
improving their communities through service. By connecting classroom lessons with community
service projects, service-learning engages students and brings learning to life!

For more about service opportunities in your area and additional resources, visit
Learn and Serve America’s National Service-Learning Clearinghouse "Resources
for Parents" page at www.servicelearning.org/instant_info/parents/index.php.

Books can help you learn more, see examples of service-learning projects, and promote
service-learning in the community.

% The Busy Family’s Guide to Volunteering: Do good, have fun, make a difference as a family! by Jenny Lynn
Friedman, Robins Lane Press, 2003. An informative compilation of ideas and resources to involve
every family member in collaborative projects.

»  The Complete Guide to Service Learning: Proven, Practical Ways to Engage Students in Civic Responsibility,
Academic Curriculum, & Social Action, by Cathryn Berger Kaye, Free Spirit Publishing, 2004.

A comprehensive resource for teachers, youth workers, and parents that covers service-learning
planning and implementation, with over 300 examples of service-learning scenarios.

w  The Kid's Guide to Social Action, by Barbara Lewis, Free Spirit Publishing, 1998. A useful resource
packed with information for helping kids transform their ideas into results, with many stories of
accomplishments.

% Parent Involvement in Service Learning, by Cathryn Berger Kaye, National Dropout Prevention
Center, 1998. Part of the Linking Learning with Life series, this publication offers ideas to involve
parents in supporting service-learning in schools and engaging in service-learning as a family.
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