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Cherokee Nation Learn and Serve – Ga du gi
Linking History, Civics, and Service





Foster Grandparents
Senior Companions
RSVP

VISTA
National Civilian 

Community Corps
Promise Fellows

K‐12
School Based
Community Based
Higher Education

Improving Lives, Strengthening Communities, Fostering Civic Engagement
Through Service and Volunteerism



K‐12
School Based
Community Based
Higher Education

involves nine tribal districts

fourteen Oklahoma counties

87 Oklahoma 
Public School districts

Cherokee Nation Tribal Service Area



Service‐
learning 
is…

…mentors, memories…

…making a 
difference!



“Service‐learning can be defined as a 
teaching method where guided or 
classroom learning is deepened 
through service to others in a process 
that provides structured time for 
reflection on the service experience and 
demonstration of the skills and 
knowledge acquired.”

-- Cathryn Berger‐Kaye, M.A.
author of

The Complete Guide to Service Learning



Youth voice is important

Community should 
value  service







Preparation

Action

Reflection

Celebration
(Demonstration)

Service‐learning is implemented using four specific steps:

And, because service‐learning is dynamic, 

those steps are like a dance!



Direct Service

Indirect Service

Advocacy













The period after removal and before
statehood is rich in story and place 
for Cherokees of the old Indian Territory









Lessons in science, art, literature, math, history and 
social studies;  952 students, 26 teachers, 6 

community based organizations , and 30 adult 
volunteers!









Briggs School Learns and Serves the Cherokee Nation
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