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Start of the Project





Broken and 
Sunken 
Headstones



Many Graves Have No Headstones



Students Carefully Remove Old Headstones



To Receive a Govt. Veteran’s 
Headstone:

Proof of Military Service
Know location of grave in cemetery.





Hands-on Teaching



Replacement Marker



Leveled the Area



Placed New and Old Markers in Place



Began Setting Markers



Pressure Washed Old Markers in Place



Completed









Start of the Project



Ceremony to Rededicate the    Section.  May 22, 2002



Community members watch progress



Bennie McRae Speaker





John and Stephen Jackson standing at John Taylor’s 
Gravestone (John Jackson’s grandfather).



John Taylor

-John was born a 
slave in Kentucky
-Served in the 
Union Army 
(USCT) in Civil 
War



Mrs. Hope Taft (Governors wife) looks at student’s work. 



The Gist Settlement Cemetery

Washington Research History Class
2006-2007



The History

• Samuel Gist, a British slave owner, owned over 
500 slaves in the United States.

• His will freed the slaves, and moved them to free 
land.

• 2500 acres of land were purchased in four 
different locations around Ohio.

• The Gist Settlement in Highland County is the last 
portion of land still owned by descendants of the 
original slaves.  (Approx 207 acres)



The Gist Cemetery

• 94 Headstones
• 14 Veterans

– 7 USCT

• 24 Illegible
• ? Unmarked Graves
• No historical data or 

maps







Mapping The Cemetery 



Mapping The Cemetery

• Take Readings of the Headstones
– Assign each headstone a number
– Name
– Date of Birth
– Date of Death
– Condition



Our Database
LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE 

NAME
HEADSTONE 

TYPE** LENGTH WIDTH HEIGHT CONDITION HEADSTONE 
# BIRTH DATE DEATH DATE

ABH H 10", 5" 6", 5" 6", 4" BARELY LEGIBLE 92
ALLEN SARAH MINERRA 1' 7" 1' 4" 1' 2" GOOD 82 SEPT 8 1921 NOV 22 1996
BABER BEATRICE & HAROLD J 8" 35" 45" NEW 31 1912, 1909 2003, 1969
BABER GARVIN G 24" 12" GOOD 24 1932 1984
BELLE ANNA 16" 8" 35" WORN 90 JUNE 18 18?
CAREY IDA B. 1' 8" 10.5" 5" GOOD 81 1862 1943
CAREY LEROY H 6" 2" 6.5" WORN 78 1885 1931

DAD F O.K. 35
DAY ISAAC 12" 4" 17" GOOD 45 JAN 9 1841 DEC 16 1905

EVANS NINA J. 20" 4" LEGIBLE 19 JAN 14 1893 OCT 7 1974
FRASIER ROBERT S, 18" 2" 24" ILLEGIBLE 13 OCT 1 1822

GOOD NELSON G 12" 4" 20" GOOD 1 DEC 28 1834 FEB 8 1911
GRAHAM CHARLES M. 20" 30.5" 6" GOOD 80 MAY 13 1918 MAY 22 1981
GRAHAM EVA 24" 18" 6" GOOD 76 JUNE 20 1895 SEPT 6 1996
GRAHAM W. J. 24" 13" WORN 77 1893 1934

GREEN JR. EARL A. G 24" 12" GOOD 23
HUDSON JAMES G 24" 5" GOOD 21 1920 1989

I. R. 7" 2.5" 9" WORN 14
JONES AGATHA 6" 16.5" 14" GOOD 94 1881 1985

LAWSON ROBERT 10.5" 20.5" 7" GOOD 32 1865 1946
MITCHELL WILLIAM E. 1' 3" 2' 5" 1' 2" WORN 88 1868 1933
PALMER MARY 2.5" 12.5" 16" LEGIBLE 95 1858 1934

PEACOCK BRANDEN T FAIR 47 2000 2000

PEACOCK JOHN MATTHEWS T WORN 7 JAN 15 1999 SEP 6 2001

PEACOCK 
SR.

CHARLES E. 37" 6" 31" NEW 3 AUG 4 1953 DEC 28,2001

PEARL A. L. 20" 10" 8.5" O.K. 75 1862 1928
PEARL HARRISON G 12" 4" 21" GOOD 56
PEARL JOHN 16" 8" GOOD 65 1877 1941
PELLE LOUISE BELL 21" 11" GOOD 46 1876 1938

POWERS ALEXANDER 14" 2" 15.5" BARELY LEGIBLE 2 MAY 7,1872



Sample Reading

• Headstone #16
• Williams, Woodson
• DOB: Dec. 1840
• DOD: Aug. 1, 1910
• Condition: New



Making The Map

• Get Measurements
• Take lots of pictures
• Use a computer aided drawing(CAD) 

program to turn your data into a map





Government Headstone



Approximate Location Based on 
Grave Registration Card.













Every Headstone is a 
monument!
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