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THE NETWORK 
Project CATALYST (California Taking Action for Learning through Youth Service 
Teams) is a statewide network of high school student Ambassadors for service-
learning. The project aims to develop youth leadership in the advancement of 
service-learning, seeking to catalyze a youth-led movement to promote 
service-learning. 
 
 

THE APPLICANTS 
YSCal is looking for a diverse team of high school freshmen, sophomores 
and juniors who want to expand their knowledge of service-learning.  
Participation in service-learning or community service projects is 
preferred, but not required. Two to five Ambassadors will be selected from 
each of California’s twelve regions. 
 
 

THE COMMITMENT 
• Fall 2006 and continue through June 2007 
• Attend 2 three-day retreats 
• 3-4 projects that promote service-learning through participating in model 

projects, speaking about SL, creating resource materials, etc. 
• 1 hour-long monthly conference call 
• 1 blog or chat per semester on California Youth Democracy Alliance website 
• Assist Regional Lead with regional events 
• 1-page annual report summarizing the above 
• OPTIONAL: 

o Help plan the first annual statewide Youth Service Conference 
o Interview and screen new applicants and review current member 

participation 
o Assist in retreat and event planning 
o Work on website and other resource materials 

 
THE TRAINING 

Ambassadors attend one to two statewide retreats (Fall and Spring). 
These trainings focus on public speaking, goal setting, team 
building, communication and PR skills, project planning, decision-making 
skills and leadership dynamics.  
 

QUESTIONS & APPLICATIONS 
To apply, please complete the following application and attach an updated 
resume.  For more information, contact Elaine Ellis at (510) 302-0550, 
(317)413-1106 or elaine@yscal.org.  
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
What is Project CATALYST? 
Project CATALYST is a youth-driven network of Ambassadors for Service-
Learning. Up to thirty high school students are selected from a 
diverse pool of applicants from around California. These students 
work in state and regional teams to promote service-learning in 

their schools, districts and communities. 
  
 
What are the CATALYST Ambassadors working on? 
The Ambassadors’ collective public relations work includes: writing articles; 
speaking at conferences; creating public service announcements; photographing 
and documenting service-learning projects; hosting Q&A sessions; and meeting 
with teachers, Rotary members, students, school administrators, and other 
community leaders. 
 
 
How are the CATALYST Ambassadors selected? 
Youth from around California submit applications describing the service-
learning they have already participated in and their motivations for wanting 
to get other youth involved in service-learning. Youth Service California, 
the coordinating organization for the CATALYST Project, aims to pull together 
a team reflective of California's diversity. 
 
 
What is Youth Service California? 
Youth Service California (YSCal) is a non-profit organization based in 
Oakland, California, whose mission is "to make service a meaningful part of 
every young person's life in California." It coordinates the CATALYST 
Project, with sponsorship from the California Department of Education 
CalServe Initiative. 
 
 
Can I invite a CATALYST Ambassador to speak at my event? 
Yes! We have CATALYST Ambassadors working throughout California, 
each developing their own leadership and public relations skills 
as they promote service-learning. If you would like to add youth 
voice to your upcoming service-learning related event, please 
contact Elaine Ellis at elaine@yscal.org, or call office (510) 
302-0550 or cell (317)413-1106. 
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What is Service-Learning? 
Service-learning is a method of teaching that integrates service into school 
curriculum, enriching learning by engaging students in meaningful service to 
their schools or communities. Service-learning is different from community 
service. For example, cleaning up a river is service. Sitting in a science 
classroom looking at water samples under a microscope is learning. Students 
taking samples from local water sources, analyzing the samples, documenting 
the results and presenting scientific findings to a local pollution control 
agency to aid in change is service-learning.  
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2006-07 CATALYST Ambassador Application 
 

Be sure to complete BOTH sides of this application  
AND 

Attach an updated RESUME. 
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION          
 
Name:
 _________________________________________________________________
_ 
        First      Middle    Last 
 
Address: 
_______________________________________________________________ 
  Street       Apt. #  
   
                  

City       Zip Code 
 
Home Phone:  (______)_______________ Cell Phone: 
(______)__________________ 
 
Your E-mail address: 
____________________________________________________ 
 
Birth date: ______/_______/_______ Gender (circle): Female     Male
      
 
Ethnicity: ______ Latino/Latina 
(Optional) ______ African American 
  ______ Asian American/Pacific Islander 
  ______ European American 
  ______ Native American 
  ______ Mixed/Bicultural, List ethnicities     
  
  ______ Other: ___________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
SCHOOL INFORMATION          
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Current Grade (circle):    9     10    11     
12   
 
High School:            
 
School address:            
 
Name of the Principal at your school:         
 
 
 
REFERENCE           
 
Please include the name and contact information of an adult (non-
relative) who is familiar with your involvement in service-learning: 
 
Name: 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title: 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number: (_______)______________________  
 
E-mail: 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS         
 
On a separate sheet of paper, please answer the following (1-page 
maximum): 
 

1. Why do you want to be a part of Project CATALYST? 
 
2. How are you able to make the time commitment? (See page 1). 
 

 
 
RESUME        

 

www.projectcatalyst.net  Φ  www.yscal.org  
 



 
 

 

 
Project CATALYST (CAlifornia Taking Action for Learning 
Through Youth Service Teams) is coordinated by Youth 

Service California and funded by the California 
Department of Education CalServe Initiative.  

 

Please attach a 1-page updated resume listing 
academic achievements or related coursework, extra 
curricular activities, service/volunteer experience, job experience, 
and any other relevant information. 
 

Questions? Call Elaine Ellis at (510) 302-0550 
 

Send to Elaine Ellis via fax, e-mail or snail mail: 
 

Mail: Youth Service California, P.O. Box 70764, Oakland, CA 94612-0764 
 

E-mail: elaine@yscal.org
 

Fax: (510)302-0551 
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