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Poverty Issues in Alameda County 
Spring 2010, Wednesdays 6 – 8pm 
122 Wheeler
1-2 Units, Pass/No Pass

Course Instructors:
Sharon Hawkins Leyden sharhawk@aol.com


510.704.9867
Minh Dang

mdang@berkeley.edu


510.642.3916
Course Description
This course introduces students to the issues of local poverty.  We will examine the current state of poverty in Alameda County, systemic causes of poverty, local policy decisions and community responses.  Students will develop an understanding of their role in affecting change by volunteering at a local organization and participating in a day of action. Class sessions will include readings, group discussion, individual reflection, and interactive activities. Please note that this course only meets 5 times, and attendance at a student-led conference on poverty is required. 
Course Goals:
Students who have successfully completed this seminar should be able to demonstrate their understanding of:

1. Communication/ Ability to Work with Others: Hearing and being heard in an effort to be collaborative

2. Organizational Development: Understanding what resources can put an idea into action

3. Personal Development: Introspectively learning to know yourself and to understand your impact on the others.

4. Analytical Thinking: Considering multiple perspectives in order to determine possible courses of action in a complex environment

5. Knowledge of Campus, Community and World: Articulating how and why groups work on a micro and macro level


Course Objectives

Students who have successfully completed this course should be able to:

1. Articulate a personal working definition of poverty
2. Identify at least two systemic causes of poverty 

3. Describe how systemic causes play out at the local and individual level

4. Identify local actions and policies enacted to address poverty in Alameda County

5. Reflect on the effects of poverty on their individual lives
Attendance Policy

This is a Pass/ Not Pass course.  Attendance is mandatory for all 5 sessions and for the Anti-Poverty Conference. Students who miss a class must contact the course instructors about how to make up the material covered. Missing any of the course meetings will jeopardize your ability to pass the class.
Grading Policy

Grades are determined by completion of course assignments, attendance and participation, and following through on your volunteer work. Completing less than 80% of required course activities will result in a Not Pass grade. 
Seminar Assignments
Assignments will consist of readings, written assignments, and other activities. Readings will be distributed weekly and include both traditional academic and non-academic readings. Written assignments include journal reflections and short response or reflection papers. Other activities may include watching a film, attending a community event, or participating in a simulation. 
Volunteer Work

Students must volunteer a total of 15 hours to earn 1 unit and 30 hours to earn 2 units. Volunteer hours must be completed on a weekly or bi-weekly basis, and tracked on a volunteer timesheet. Timesheets will be collected at the final class meeting on April 7th. If you need an extension to complete your volunteer hours, please speak to the course instructors. Volunteer placements must be with a recognized community based organization or program addressing the needs of people in poverty.  If you are not already volunteering somewhere, please choose among the following:
· Youth Engagement, Advocacy and Housing
Staff the overnight shelter, monitor showers and equipment, serve/cook meals, support day program events
Website: www.yeah-berkeley.org
Contact: Brooke Ransom [yeahvolunteers@gmail.com]

· Berkeley Food and Housing Project 

Serve lunch or dinner, prepare to-go meals

Website: www.bfhp.org


Contact: Elaine Change [eechang@berkeley.edu]

· Greater Richmond Interfaith Program

Provide child care, tutor youth in the shelter, prepare and serve meals

Website: www.gripcommunity.org
Contact: Jenna Westendorf [jwestendorf@gripcommunity.org]

· Building Opportunities for Self Sufficiency

Tutor homeless youth, provide child care, teach a life skills class, organize social activities

Website: www.self-suffiency.org
Contact: Lillian Chen [lil_chen@berkeley.edu]

· LIFE Project @ Centerforce 

Help organize and participate at monthly group events, Distribute school supplies to mentee families, basic resource assistance to families, and newsletter assistance. 

Website: www.centerforce.org

Contact: Alison Tanzer [atanzer@centerforce.org] 

Seminar Schedule

Wed. January 27
What is Poverty? 
Wed. February 17
Historical and Systemic Causes of Poverty 
Wed. March 3

 Status of Poverty in Alameda County
Wed. March 17

Local Policy, Actions, and Solutions
Wed. April 7

Poverty and Your Role
Sun. April 11, 4-8pm
Homelessness and Poverty Conference 
