Visual Communication

COMM 2630. Fall 2007. UH 4620 Dr. Sumitra Srinivasan
Section 2 (CRN: 15780): MW 2-3:40 p.m. : Office: UH 4740A
Section 3 (CRN: 15780): MW noon—1:40 p.m. Phone: 419-530-4671
Office Hours: MW 9:30 a.m.—noon + by appointment e:sumitra.srinivasan(@utoledo.edu

Course Description and Objectives

This course explores the use of images (photographs, line art, icons, etc.) and text in communication, and how they
serve to inform, to persuade, and to entertain. Our approach will consider both the principles (theory) and practices
(hands-on experience) of these processes. In our course, we will implement four phases, as outlined below. All of your
assignments will focus on an organization or agency that you will choose in the first two weeks of the class. The
organization or agency must be a real one and none of the materials may be copied. You may use the service-learning
option for this course and choose to work with the identified community partner also.

Phase I — Acquiring Images — Project: Digital Photo Album. We will gain a sense of what
images are, how they function and how we can acquire images for our use in a variety of contexts. We will be
employing new digital technology available for loan, such as department digital cameras. We will also
explore how to acquire stock photos and clip art for use in our communication enterprise. You will be
expected to take a variety of photographs from different perspectives, optimize them in Adobe PhotoShop
software and present them in a digital photo album using presentation sofiware such as Microsoft
PowerPoint. You must take all of the images yourself during the semester for the Photo Album Assignment,
and no past images are allowed to be used.

Phase II — Page Layout and Design — Project: Flyer Assignment. We will use the images
created in Phase I to suit different types of communication. We will consider the principles of structure and
design, so that the images and text work together. You will be using the industry standard Adobe PhotoShop
to work with digitized images. You will submit a flyer assignment (using Microsoft Word) pertaining to your
chosen organization that incorporates the principles we discuss in class,.

Phase IIT — Implementation — Project: Website. We will explore various ways to get our
messages and images out to the world. We will learn how images can be used when generating websites. We
will learn the basics of HTML. You will learn how to create a Website using Macromedia Dreamweaver.

Phase IV — Porifolio — Project: Professional Electronic Portfolio. You will create an
clectronic Portfolio, which includes all of your completed class assignments and also a resume saved as a .pdf
file. You will present the portfolio to the class during exam week.

Course Textbook

Required Textbook: Practices of Looking — An Introduction to Visual Culture

= Author: Sturken, Marita and Cartwright, Lisa « Edition/Copyright: 05 Current Edition « ISBN: 0198742711
Publisher: Oxford University Press, Inc. = Type: Paperback

Reading Assignments

An outline of the topics and reading assignments appears on the daily schedule. We will try to stick to this schedule as
closely as possible, but I must reserve the right to modify it as needed. Please be sure to read the assignments before the
class period. Quizzeswill be given after each chapter is covered in class. Your lowest quiz score will be replaced with
your highest quiz score. Quizzes cannot be made up if you are absent or tardy. Please understand that class time
will be used for additional content material, for class activities, and for discussions relating to the readings. Please feel
free to seek clarification of the reading materials at any time.

Attendance Policy

Your attendance and participation are crucial in this very hands-on course. Please take part in the exercises and
discussions we will cover. Attendance is not optional. I will keep a record of your absences. More than two absences
will significantly affect your final grade unless they are excused. I do realize that unforeseen circumstances do occur



and I am flexible in these situations. Please be sure to get in contact with me if they do occur. You are responsible for
any missed information and assignments when absent, so be sure to get the phone numbers of at least two other
students in class so you will be prepared for class when attending again. Also, if you miss

a class, please visit the class website for what was covered and to download any necessary worksheets. The address is:
http://'www.communication.utoledo.edu/vespring07. This site is updated regularly. Missed class exercises and
quizzes cannot be made up. Attendance does count as 70 points and being habitually tardy will negatively affect this
portion of your grade. Two occurrences of tardiness are equal to one absence. If you do arrive late, please be sure to see
me after class to be marked present but tardy.

Equipment Policy

This is an equipment intensive course. You will need the following equipment and supplies:

1 USB Flash Drive — at least 256MB (you may see them called Jump Drives — they are the same thing)

Digital Camera— These will be borrowed from the Communication Department and shared with a partner (you may use
your own if it is

compatible with the department lab computers)

Batteries — you will be responsible for supplying batteries for the Digital Cameras loaned from the Communication
Department

Patience — we will be at the mercy of the technology so expect to have well laid plans to go awry sometimes

It is a good idea to bring your camera, flash drive and textbook to each class session. As you will discover, we often
need them. Equipment that is checked out for your use in this course must be returned in operable condition by the last
week of classes. Other students will be using the equipment next semester. Failure to return equipment or to pay for lost
equipment will result in an INC for the course and can result in blocked graduation.

Labs

This course is worth four credit hours and the lab time required is added into that calculation. Most of the programs
loaded on the computers in this classroom/lab are not loaded elsewhere on campus at the same compatibility. You are
to schedule your time wisely around available lab times in order to complete assignments at their required deadline.
Student Lab Assistants run the lab hours and are available to help with any computer issues, not to complete your
projects. There will be handouts for each program used in this class to assist you in your projects. If you happen to
misplace any of these handouts, please download them from the class website at:
http://www.communication.utoledo.edu/vespring07.

Grading

The following are the proportions for the graded work in the course. Late projects will not be accepted unless discussed
and approved before the deadline date:

Photo Album 130 points

Flyer Assignment 125 points

Web Site 200 points

Electronic Portfolio Pres. 75 points

Exercises and Quizzes 100 points

Class Participation 70 points (2.5 points per day)

Attendance 70 points (2.5 points per day)

Total 790 points

This is the grading scale, which will be used for this course:

A=100-94.0 A-=939-900 B+=899-88.0 B=879-84.0

B-=839-800 C+=799-780 C=779-74.0 C-=739-70.0
D+=699-68.0 D=679-64.0 D-=639-600 F=599-00.0

Classroom Policies

Please feel free to interrupt the lecture/discussion with any questions you may have. Please turn off phones when
entering class and keep them turned off during class. Do not “surf the Web™ during class time. Also remember it is your
obligation to obey all copyright laws. This class is being taught for you, so if you are having any trouble understanding
any aspect of it, please let me know.Please respect University policies, your professor and the other students in the
class. The professor reserves the right to alter the course syllabus as needed. Further, please refer to academic policies
ol the College of Arts & Sciences, UT: hitp://www.utoledo.edu/colleges/as/index.asp?id=95
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