
Syllabus 

 
 ENGL 1140 

Section 702 

Composition II:  Writing the Community 

Service Learning Section 

Spring 2008 

TR  3:30-4:45 PM 

UH 4310 

 

Instructor: Dr. Paul Wise 

Office: 2280B University Hall 

Mailbox: 5030 University Hall 

Email: Through WebCT  

Phone (answered during office hours): 

(419) 530-2708 

Office Hours: M 11-1; T 2-3; R 1-3.  

 

 

Text: Deans, Thomas: Writing and Community Action.  New York:  Longman, 2003. 

 

You should also have a durable notebook for keeping field notes. 

 

Course Description:  We will investigate and write about what defines “community,”  

how communities respond to challenges, and how people act—and write—to sustain and 

create change in their communities.  Part of this work will proceed through reading and 

classroom activities, though we will also apply and support what we learn in the 

classroom through service learning.  We will engage people and places in the North 

River community of Toledo, and collaborate with students from a Toledo high school. On 

a number of occasions during the semester, we will travel as a class to north Toledo to 

meet community members and conduct research; you will also participate individually in 

two service activities in north Toledo.  The high school students will also visit campus to 

work with our class on joint projects.   

 

Course Activities:   

 

Our major written assignments consist of: 

 

• An essay on a community you are a part of. 

• A collaboratively written report presenting information collected through surveys 

of North River community members. 

• Three formal written reflections on service activities. 

• A report on an issue or community service agency in the North River area. 

• An 8-10pp. research paper.  

 

Service activities consist of: 

 

• A survey of senior citizens in north Toledo, conducted in groups consisting of 

students from our class and high school students.   

• Options for completing the other two required service activities will follow. 

 

 

 

 



Course Policies:  

 

ATTENDANCE: Regular class attendance and active participation are vital to your 

success in this course. If you must miss class, please notify me by voice mail or email. If 

the absence is an excused absence as defined in the University of Toledo Missed Class 

Policy (see http://www.utoledo.edu/_campus-info/faculty-senate/missed-class-

policy.htm), you must provide written documentation upon your return to class. 

 

I will allow each student three unexcused absence without penalty.  For each additional 

unexcused absence, I will deduct .3 from your semester average.  

 

LATE WORK: Late work hinders your participation in our class writing process. 

Therefore, it is important that you complee assigments on the day specified. Formal 

assignments handed in late will receive a penalty of 10% for each class period beyond the 

due date that passes before I receive the paper. Paper received in the day/s before a class 

period beyond the due date will be assessed as if received at the next class period. For 

instance: an essay due on Tuesday 2/5 which I received the following Thur. (2/7) would 

be penalized .4;  received on the next Tuesday (2/12), it would be penalized .8 points; 

received in my mailbox on Mon., 2/11, it would still be penalized .4. If I determine that 

an excused absence prevented you from turning in a paper on time, I will waive these 

penalties. Assignments more than two weeks late will not be accepted for credit unless 

excused absences caused your delay in completing it. 

 

PARTICIPATION: Your participation in class will count for 15% of your grade. 

Participation includes: Contributing actively and thoughtfully to class and small group 

discussions; listening attentively when others are speaking; attending and observing 

carefully during field trips; completing reading assignments on time and offering 

informed comments or questions on them; working diligently during in-class writing 

periods; submitting reports on out-of-class collaborative work sessions. having rough 

drafts ready for peer review days; giving honest and thorough evaluations of others’ 

papers in peer reviews; and being prepared for student/instructor conferences. 

 

Keep in mind that in-community service projects are mandatory activities.   

 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES: Please turn off any laptops, mobile phones, pagers, etc. 

before coming into our classroom. You may use a laptop computer to take notes only if 

the Office of Accessibility notifies me that you require one. Use of phones, text mssgers,  

PLAGIARISM: Representing the work of another as your own constitutes plagiarism. 

Examples of plagiarism include: • Having someone else write your paper in whole or 

part. • Having someone give you substantial help with the substance of your paper. • 

Using the words or thoughts of another person in your paper without giving them proper 

credit through in-text citations and a works cited page. Note that you must give credit for 

ideas and thoughts, not just for direct quotes. • Cutting and pasting materials from 

sources without integrating them into a coherent paper and without giving them credit. A 

paper plagiarized in part or whole will receive an F, and the student producing it may 

receive an F in the course. The paper may be turned over to administrative supervisors for 



further action. Plagiarism can result in dismissal from the University. Please review the 

University’s plagiarism policy at:  

http://www.dl.utoledo.edu/current_students/academic_dishonesty.htm 

REWRITES: I will allow (and encourage) you to rewrite any essay you have received a 

grade on for a higher grade. Please see me if you wish to rewrite any assignment. Any 

graded assignment may be rewritten once; additional rewrites may be permitted at my 

discretion. If you wish to rewrite, please come and speak to me to begin planning your 

revision. Rewrites are due no more than two weeks after your original revised draft is 

returned. 

PAPER FORMAT: Unless I indicate otherwise, all work submitted for a grade must be 

typed in a standard 12-point font, double-spaced, with one-inch margins.  I will ask you 

to submit notes taken during research for the survey project and the issue/agency report.   

 

EVALUATION: Your work will receive credit to the extent that it-- 

• Demonstrates a well-defined purpose. 

• Reflects an understanding of and reflection on course ideas and materials. 

• Effectively employs elements of the assignment’s genre.   

• Contributes to understanding of our own communities and those we serve.  

 

Participation 15% 

Quizzes  5%   (2@ 2.5%)  

Formal Reflections 15% (3@ 5%) 

Community Definition Essay 10% 

Survey Report 10% 

Issue/Agency Report 15% 

Research Paper 20% 

Oral Presentation 10% 

 

 

Service Outing Information: 

 

TRANSPORTATION:  Transportation arrangements for field trips related to the survey 

project (and certain other gatherings in the North River community) will be announced in 

class and on our WebCT site.  On some occasions, we will travel together by charter bus; 

when we do, the bus will roll at 3:30 PM sharp in order to maximize our time in the 

community.  At other times, we may carpool, after firming up car arrangements in class.  

These arrangements will also be posted on our WebCT page.  Do not travel to survey 

outings on your own without having received prior approval. 

 

For the two service activities you will undertake on your own, you should make your own 

transportation arrangements. Transportation may be available through the Office of 

Service Learning—see me at least one week in advance of the project if you require this.   

 

 



 

 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS:  When you plan to participate in an individual service 

activity, contact United North to register.  You should also contact United North if you 

plan to meet outside class hours with high school student partners—do not contact  them 

directly.  Please notify me also in class or by email if you set up such a meeting.  At the 

first class following completion of any out-of-class collaborative sessions, you must 

submit a report on the session to me.   

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 

United North:   

 

Week Begining Tue. Thur.   

1/7 Intro.  What is community?   Class Survey/Vista Visit?? 

 

Reading:  pp. 253-56, 

including Coles Essay. 

1/14 

 

 

 

 

Complete online Ethical 

Concerns Quiz prior to class 

time.   

 

Meet w/ Woodward HS 

students on campus.  

Community Survey—In 

field. 

1/21 Reading: Kidder; “The 

Combination” (handout) 

 

Mapping Communities. 

 

Community Survey—In 

field. 

1/28 Reading: Savan 

 

Work on Community 

Essays.  

 

Community Survey—In 

field. 

2/4 Community Essay Peer 

Review—Rough Draft due.  

 

Discuss Survey Report.  

 

Woodward Students visit—

plan /draft survey report.  

 

Community Essay—revised 

draft due.   

2/11 Continue work on Survey 

report.   

 

Due—Survey Report; 

formal reflection on Survey 

Project.   

 

Introduce Issue/Agency  

Report.  Identifying topics. 

 



Reading: Hoyt. 

 

2/18 Research visits to 

community. 

Reading: Creekmore, et al. 

Research for the Issue/ 

Agency report.    

2/25 Research visits to 

community. 

Work on Reports.  

3/3 No Class—Spring  Break No Class—Spring  Break 

3/10  Peer Review Issue/ Agency 

report —Rough Draft due. 

 

View film: Sister Helen 

Issue/ Agency report—

Revised draft due.  

 

Finish viewing & Discuss 

Sister Helen 

3/17 Introduce research paper.   

 

Research: forming 

questions, defining purpose  

 

Using Sources. 

3/24 MLA Quiz.  Work in-class 

with sources.  Sign up for 

conferences.  

Due: Research paper 

progress report. Organizing 

Research. 

3/31 Introductions. Planning 

Oral presentations.  

Conferences 

4/7 Conferences Conferences. 

4/14 Peer Review Research 

Paper—Rough Draft Due.   

Due—Revised Draft 

research paper.   

 

Oral Presentations 

4/21 Oral Presentations Oral Presentations 

4/28 EXAMS.  Research paper 

Due.   

EXAMS 

 

 

Sudi—this is  a rough version of the schedule for my ENGL 1140 to be offered with the 

Great Cities grant project.  I will ask student to complete 2 other service projects in 

addition to the survey projects on their own time and write formal reflections on them.   

 

The dates for collaborative activity I’m planning now are; 

 

Tues. 1/15—Woodward students on campus for get-acquainted session. 

Thur. 1/17—conducting surveys of senior citizens in north side. 

Thur. 1/24-- conducting surveys of senior citizens in north side. 

Thur. 1/31-- conducting surveys of senior citizens in north side. 

Thur. 2/7—WW students on campus to work on survey writeup. 

Tues. 2/12—UT students visit WW to work on survey writeup.  

 



On Tues. 2/19 and Tue. 2/26, I envision UT students visiting the northside community 

again to further research local issues or community service agencies.   

 

I’ll have fuller syllabus later in the week, 

 

PW 

 

 

 

 


