Title of Project: Tutors & Readers Theater

Grade Level: 1-5 & 6-8
Number of Students Participating: 103
Contributed by: Kitty Brunn

Teacher:

School:  Mullan Trail Elementary
District or County: Post Falls School
District

Overview/Description of Project:

Elementary students and middle school students will be trained to assist younger students with
service learning projects that are oriented toward literacy activities. The Kids Care Club will be
started for those students who would like to tutor younger students in reading and writing.
These students will also make books to donate to local shelters. Students will prepare a
Readers Theater for preschool & kindergarten students.

Goals:

Give middle school and elementary school students meaningful activities that encourage active
citizenship. Increase the reading levels of struggling students in Mullan Trail.

Core Content Areas:
(teacher completes this section)

English/Language Arts: Discuss and read sample books, analyzing language patterns and
writing books that address the needs of the audience/organization

ldaho State Standards. at grades 1-8. 3.1 Prewriting, 3.2 writing a draft; 3.3 Revising a
draft; 3.4 Acquire skills for editing a draft; 3.5 acquire skills to publish writing.

Social Studies/History: Research cultural, economic and geographic differences if a
receiving organization is chosen that is outside of the Post Falls Community.

State civics standard 4.3.2 — ldentify some of the personal responsibilities and basic rights of
individual freedoms that belong to American citizens.

State Social Studlies Standard — 5.1 at all grade levels build an understanding of multiple
perspectives and global interdependence.

Art: Visual arts to communicate ideas are involved as students analyze picture books
illustrations and illustrate their own books.



Books:

Thank You, Mr. Falkner
La Mariposa
Richard Wright and the Library Card

PARC MODEL STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE
STEP 1: PREPARATION

Recruit students from elementary and middle schools, including those “at risk”, who would
benefit from a service learning project. Teachers will train older students, who are part of the
Kids Care Club, on strategies to assist younger students with reading and writing. Older
elementary and middle school students will be paired with the younger students and will be
encouraged to share favorite books, as well as listen as the younger students read and reread
for fluency building.

Students draw pictures and write skits for several books to perform Readers Theater to a Head
Start program. Rehearse skits for performances.

STEP 2: ACTION

Students wrote and illustrated children’s picture books with up beat themes to be donated to a
domestic violence shelter and the local Head Start. Students chose to use large chunky books
to make alphabet, number, color and shape books for preschoolers.

Students also found a need for newly enrolled students to feel comfortable. “Welcome to
Mullan Trail” flip books were made which included photos of staff members taken by students.
Each new student was given one of these books on their first day and a member of the Kids
Care Club would buddy with the new student to give a school tour and get staff autographs
under the photos.

4™ through 8" grade students were paired with younger students (preschool — 3" grade) and
spent 15 minutes, 3 times a week, reading to students and letting students read to them.

Students will work together on preparing the younger students to “pay it forward” by reading
to even younger students at a preschool or Head Start facility.

Students performed several Readers Theater stories for the children in the Head Start
Program, and at the Post Falls library.



STEP 3: REFLECTION ( Reflection is not sequential; rather it is encouraged
throughout the lesson)

Students journaled using the Four Square Reflection Tool: What happened? How do I feel?;
ldeas? And Questions?

STEP 4: CELEBRATION
Students reported progress at monthly all-school assemblies. The local newspaper included an

article on the student’s tutoring. The students were nominated for a Mayor’s Award for their
volunteering.
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