
        Speech Communications 
SPC 2600 

 
Professor Maria Parnell     Office: Building 1 – Room 220M 
Telephone:  321-433-5726      E-mail: parnellm@brevardcc.edu 
 
Required Text:  Stephen E. Lucas, The Art of Public Speaking, 8th Edition and Student Workbook. 
 
Course Description:  This is an introductory course in effective oral communication 
concentrating on improvement of speaking and listening through individual and group speech 
activities.  
 
Course Objectives: 
As a student in Speech 2600 you will: 

 improve your ability to communicate verbally and nonverbally 
 improve your ability to adapt to feedback from others 
 understand the basic theory and techniques of effective communication 
 apply basic communication skills in a variety of speaking and listening experience 
 learn techniques for developing more meaningful interpersonal relationships 
 gain skills in research and organization of information 

 
Course Requirements: 
Speech of introduction:  This is a two-minute presentation in which you introduce yourself to 
the audience in a creative manner.  Tell the audience something about you so they can gain a 
better understanding about a unique part of you.  Don’t try to tell us everything about yourself 
or your entire life story.  Instead, focus on one experience, interest, etc., and use it to illustrate 
a specific point about you the individual.  (Visuals are optional) 
 
Speech to inform:   Present a seven- to ten-minute speech in which you demonstrate the steps 
of a process (how to do something or how something works).  Speeches should enable the 
listeners to perform the process themselves.  The use of visual aids is required, as well as an 
outline and sources. 
 
Speech to persuade:  Present a five- to seven-minute speech designed to persuade the audience 
for or against a question of policy or persuade the audience on either a question of fact or 
value.  This speech requires considerable research and skillful use of the methods of 
persuasion.  A bibliography with a minimum of 3 sources must be attached to your outline.  
Visuals are also required. 
 
Group presentation:  Make a thirty- minute informative or persuasive presentation on a topic 
chosen by the group.  This speech also requires significant research and a bibliography with a 
minimum of 3 sources from each participant.  Visuals are required for this assignment. 
 
All speeches will require a typewritten outline.  Outlines are must be submitted on the day of 
your speech.  Failure to turn in outlines at this time will result in a reduction in the grade for 
that speech. 
 

**EVERYONE is required to do in-class student evaluations** 



 
Attendance Policy 
All students are expected to attend each class.   A part of delivering speeches is to have an 
audience.  You must all be active audience members.   Students who know they will be absent 
from an upcoming class have the responsibility of notifying the instructor in advance.  In case 
of an emergency causing a student to be absent without prior notice, the student must contact 
the instructor as soon as possible.   
 
 
Excessive absences (more than 15% of class hours), either excused or unexcused, will negatively 
affect a student’s grade.  Being late creates a disruption for everyone.  Please be respectful and 
be on time.  Problematic lateness will be penalized.  Lateness will affect your grade (late twice 
= 1 absence).  Attendance is part of your grade! 
 
Late Work 
If you are absent on the day a speech is to be given, if possible, you will be offered one 
opportunity to make up the speech for a lowered grade at the convenience of the instructor.   
If you are absent on the day an exam is given, you will also be offered an opportunity to make it 
up for a lowered grade. 
 
Withdrawal 
A student wishing to withdraw from class is responsible for filling the necessary forms.  
Students who stop attending class without filing a withdrawal form will receive a failing grade 
for the course. 
 
Grading 
(4) Speeches @ 100 pts. Ea.  400 points  Scale: 
Attendance and participation  100 points  700 --  800  A 
Quiz     100 points  600 --  699  B 
Mid-term Exam   100 points  500 --  599  C 
Final Exam    100 points  400 --  499  D 
  -------------------------------------------------------------   498 and below  F  
TOTAL     800 POINTS 
 
**ALL assignments must be completed to receive a passing grade. 
 
Service-Learning 
Option A:  A minimum of twenty hours of service with an analytical journal and a 
reflective essay can be used as a replacement for one of the following speeches:  
informative or persuasive. 
Option B:  Fourth Credit Option – Complete a minimum of 20 hours of service along 
with an analytical journal, reflective essay, and attend a one-time seminar for an 
additional one credit hour elective in this discipline.  You must register for the 
additional credit!! 
Option C:  A minimum of 35 hours of service in lieu of one speech and to receive the 
additional elective credit.   (This includes requirements for Option A and B). 
  
IMPORTANT NOTE: If you carry a cellular telephone or pager, be sure to set it on vibrate mode.  If you happen to 
forget, 10 points will be deducted from your final grade for each occurrence. 


