
Socratic Seminar – Prep Work

1. Carefully read “Us and Them” by David Sedaris.

2. Make sure you highlight important sections and note interesting or 
confusing parts in the text. 

3. Rank the following word pairs according to how much you think each 
relates to the story.

  
Loneliness – Connection

Anger – Discomfort
Compassion – Community

4. Justify your number one ranking. Explain why you chose the two words, 
and identify specific examples within the story that support your idea. 
Please write at least 150 words. (Use a separate sheet of paper)

5. What do you think David Sedaris wants his reader to think about after 
reading the story “Us and Them.” How is he effective, or not effective?

 Please write at least 150 words (Use a separate sheet of paper)

 


