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Formal Proposal

1. Senior Exhibition Requirements

a. Essential Question- “How did organized crime influence U.S. society during the 20th 

century?” 

i. This EQ is nothing short of complex, the crime syndicate that transplanted from Sicily 

to the United States in the early 1900’s, a time of extreme complexity that influenced 

society in more ways that can ever be appreciated  by the uninformed person. 

Everyone in the U.S. has been effected by or seen the effects of organized crime 

whether they realize it or not. The sustainability of this essential question is such that 

historians dedicate their life to its research.

b. Research- There is extensive information about my topic. Its a topic that captures the 

imagination of many historians. The fact that organized crime was able to infiltrate every 

part of society especially the part of society thats job was to prevent them from existing 

(law/police), captures my curiosity. My interview options are pretty open, although no 

interview as been conducted thus far I am waiting on a reply from criminology professors 

at several universities. I am still in the process of reading and taking notes from several 

different novels on organized crime as well as a biography on Al Capone, one of organized 

crime’s greatest non-sicilian Mafioso. 



c. Context and Community- This part of my exhibition is the most interesting. I have a few 

ideas. My main plan is to educate a group of students on how the two juxtaposing beliefs 

of whether or not organized crime actually existed allowed them to flourish even more. I 

will present this in the hope that the people will walk away with the understanding that 

fulfilling our responsibilities as not only U.S. citizens but as citizens of the world entails 

constantly questioning government officials and popular trends or beliefs and becoming an 

educated informed member of society. 

d. Scholarship- The topic of organized crime gives way to an array of different beliefs, ideas, 

and controversies. In an attempt to understand how organizational crime effected U.S. 

society it will be imperative to look at those different beliefs, ideas and controversies from 

many different angles and viewpoints. Thinking critically will be a necessary component 

of understanding the latter. 

e. Presentation- I will give my public presentation at a Labor Union meeting. The reasoning 

for this is as follows. Labor Unions were and still are today effected a great deal by bribes 

and kick backs (what organized crime specialized in) so presenting at such a place will 

allow citizens and members of the Union to see the history and roots of the corruption in 

not only society but more specifically their group. 

2. Timeline

a. Jan. 12th Interview 

b. Jan. 11-14th (write and plan outline) Complete 100 note cards and complete 5 page intro 

to paper

c. Jan. 12th Establish contact with expert on organized crime



d. Jan. 14th Formal Proposal due (2 copies)   

e. Jan. 14th-24th Finish “Al Capone” book and “Five Families”

f. Jan. 24th Tuning Panel

g. Jan. 24th-Feb. 19th Note cards on how organized crime influenced specific parts of 

Society completed and organized

h. Feb. 1st-19th Organize note cards and info to enable easy transformation into my 1st draft 

i.  Feb. 19th First Draft

j. March 3rd Second draft due

k. March 13th 2nd Panel

l. April 3rd Final Draft 

3. Rationale 

a. I have always been curious and interested in secrets, the unknown presents immense 
possibilities. The fact that organized crime has been able to outsmart, outgun, and overrun 
the government officials captures my imagination. I also wanted to pick a topic that would 
sustain my interest over a long period of time which I know organized crime will provide. 
There are so many different ways that organized crime has impacted U.S. society and each 
one has a unique clever story that in my mind is never boring or totally the same. 

4. Resources 

a. I have a wide array of Books and documents that I am drawing much of my resources 

from.

i.  “Organized Crime” 

ii. “Al Capone”

iii. “Five Families”

iv.“The Godfathers”

v. “ Super Mob”



5. Final Product

a. The final written product will include first and for most background and a definition of 

organized crime, how it came to rise and what made its existence possible. I will then 

breakdown the different components of U.S. society that organized crime influence. 

Included in each component will be an answer to why that particular component of society 

was vulnerable to organized crime and how organized crime went about influencing it. The 

influence of the penetration of organized crime into these components on U.S. society as a 

whole will then be discussed. I will conclude the paper with how the influences of 

organized crime in the 20th century can be applied to modern society and if anything has 

changed in the relationship between modern day society and organized crime today. 

b. The final presentation will take place at either a labor union meeting due to the fact that 

organized crime had a great influence on that department, or at Riverdale High School, 

because it is important that no one be blind to what is having an effect on us as a people. 

During the 20th century everyone was affected by organized crime whether they were 

aware of it or not. American society is far to ignorant and blind too a lot of realities. 

Hopefully my presentation will show people that corruption in U.S. society has always 

existed and laid a foundation for the continuation of that corruption. 

6. Five-page Sample Paper

EQ: How did organized crime influence U.S. society in the 20th century?

 

 No record exists of the first criminal gang, the first corrupt businessman, politician, or 

police officer. Whenever documented history is examined from the ancient Romans, Crusades 



and beyond, a pattern of corruption, and illicit secret organizations have existed. The thing that 

has stayed constant throughout the ages is the pursuit of the three P’s, Profit, Power, and 

Pleasure. The most recent and powerful example of this endless pursuit which seems to corrupt 

all those who it touches, is organized crime. The influence that organized crime had on U.S. 

society especially during the 20th century is one of legend and superior to anything previously 

known by history. The strongest nation in the world was unknowingly being penetrated by an 

invisible virus known as organized crime. 

 Organized crime is a direct outcome of greed, which is a product of need or simple 

desire. The poor may steal to feed themselves which is a necessity or a survival technique 

however unorthodox or immoral it may be. The poor are not the only ones stealing, the rich also 

steal, the reason, however, is simple and more elementary. They steal because the word enough 

does not exist to them. It is not even something found in their vernacular. In the society which 

calls the United States of America home, the possibilities for crime are infinite on any given day. 

However there are some determining factors that can increase the opportunity for organized 

crime to prevail. A crisis is one of those, this includes warfare, invasion, famine, natural disaster, 

and last but by no means least financial disaster. All of which the U.S. has experienced in one 

way or another. These elements of crisis allow the predators among the human race to exploit 

others in the hope and desire of advancing their own situation (Olla 57).  However, when there 

are no naturally occurring crises that take place, the parasites of society always have the hope of 

constructing one.  Examples of such elaborate schemes can be found in modern day business. 

The actions of Enron’s executives in constructing California's “rolling blackouts” is a prime 

example of the desperate need for a crisis in order to profit (Zion 3).  Oil shortages appear all 



over the media, filling citizens with fear,  taking hard earned money from the public in order to 

turn a greater profit. During a time of crisis product shortages and rationing make room for 

thriving black markets. 

 Although no two historians will ever agree on the specific origins of the organized crime 

wave the hit the U.S. during the 20th century many insist that the Honored Society began as a 

resistance group in Sicily tired of the constant oppression from the Normans, French, Austrians 

and other who invaded Sicily between 999 and 1797 (Olla 9).  Resistance fighters as a means of 

survival must support themselves in unorthodox ways, and the habit is hard to break once the 

fighting has ceased. An example of government sanction and restrictions that left the door wide 

open for organized crime is the Prohibition Act of the 1920’s placing an immediate ban on liquor 

to eliminate the corruption of society. While the intentions were good the actual result was 

disaster creating even more corruption in the U.S. (Kobler 35). 

 First came the Irish, fleeing the potato famine of the 1840’s later came Italians in 1900 

followed by Jews and African Americans. These refugees mostly resided in a place called “Five-

Points” a neighborhood of New York which derived its name from five converging streets 

(Kobler 82). Its corruption seemed to attract the worst of people from each ethnic group, 

resulting in an infestation of corrupt young thugs who organized gangs in self-defense and as 

means of survival. While the “Five-Point” thugs fought with police and often each other they 

were employed by Tammy Hall, Americas Premier Political Machine, in aiding them continuing 

the tradition of New York's traditionally violent elections (Russo 157). The relationship between 

government and criminals solidified during the era of prohibition, leaving criminals so wealthy 

they could begin to dictate to their former masters, better known as the government. Perhaps the 



most successful members that originated in the “Five-Points Gang” were now celebrity figures 

such as Al Capone, Lucky Luciano and John Torrio. Their childhood training in the “Five-

Points” gang gave them the essential experience to later carry out the biggest bootlegging 

operation ever to exist stretching from Manhattan all the way to Chicago and Kansas City 

(Kobler 76). 

 Union Siciliane was founded in New York city and lasted from 1885-1939. It was 

founded in New York City as a fundamental organization for Sicilian immigrants to the U.S. The 

Union Siciliane was a place where Italian Immigrants could socially gather, the Union offered its 

members insurance at cheap rate and offered charity help for Sicilian families in need (Kobler 

98).  This Union was of-course not self-sustaining and fell under reign of Tammy hall much like 

everything else in the New York area. Tammy Hall interested in only what the Unione Siciliane 

could do for them quickly realized that they had a vehicle for guaranteeing votes for their 

candidates (Kobler 98).  It was not until 1914 that the Union fell under control of organized 

crime when Ignazio “Lupo the Wolf” Saietta (1877-1944) became the president. He was in jail at 

the time of his election Ignazio was mid way through his fourth year of a Counterfeiting  

sentence (Russo 54).  The fact they the president was an imprisoned convicted felon did not 

speak well for its legitimacy. In 1918 two years before his parole Ignazio handed the presidency 

to New York mafioso Frankie Yale, who served the Union until he was gunned down by a 

Chicago hit man in 1927 (Russo 55). From that day, until the Union dissolved in 1939, the 

presidency was held by several New York area gangster exploiting the relationship with Tammy 

Hall as a means to make illegitimate profits. The most well known president of the Union was 

the infamous Al Capone. Barred from Mafia membership due to the fact he was not Sicilian 



Capone hoped to gain control of the underworld via his position as president. His first action was 

appointing Mike Merlo (1888-1924) as head of the Unions Chicago chapter. Merlo personally 

proved his devotion by personally killing three men who attacked Capone with knives outside a 

restaurant. In 1923 Capone sent Merlo to Canada to kill a man who cheated Capone on a liquor 

transaction. Merlo also killed four men who once laughed at his hair cut. Merlo’s death from 

cancer in 1924 gave way to another scramble for the presidency of the Chicago Chapter. 

“Bloody” Angelo Genna, on of six brothers loosely tied with Capone was the man for the job 

(Kobler 101).  That is until he was murdered by the Irish North Side Gang in May 1925.  

Another ally of Capone succeeded Angelo known as Samuel “Samoots” Amatuna. His reign also 

cut short on November 23, 1925 when a North Side gunmen shot him in a barber’s chair (Kobler 

112). 

 Capone hand picked the next successor, Antonio Lombardo, but dissent was brewing in 

Costa Nostra (our thing). A Capone rival known as Giuseppe Aiello wanted the chicago 

presidency for himself and demanded Lombardo be fired. With Capone not complying with 

Giuseppe’s wished Giuseppe orchestrated the murder of Lombardo on Septermber 7th 1928. 

(Kobler 140) Next up to fill the ever changing hot seat was Lombardos brother Pasqualino 

“Patsy” Lolordo. He made the fatal mistake of inviting Aiello to his home for dinner, needless to 

say Aiello left Lolordo full of bullets, claiming the presidency for himself. Thus began the last 

great gang war of Capone-era Chicago.  

 

 

 



 


