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Gathering Information About a Community Need
What does your community need? Use the questions in the following four categories as guides for finding out. As 
a class, you might agree to explore one topic, for example, how kids get along at school, hunger and poverty, or an 
environmental concern. Or you might decide to learn about general needs at school or in the surrounding area.
 Form small groups, with each group focusing on one category and gathering information in a different way.

Finding out about  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Media
What media (newspapers—including school newspapers, TV stations, radio) in your community might have 
helpful information? List ways you can work with different media to learn about needs in your community.

Interviews
Think of a person who is knowledgeable about this topic in your area—perhaps someone at school or in a local 
organization or government office. Write four questions you would ask this person in an interview.

An interview with  �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Questions:

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Survey
A survey can help you find out what people know or think about a topic and get ideas for helping. Who could you 
survey—students, family members, neighbors? How many surveys would you want completed? Write three survey 
questions.

Who to survey:       How many surveys:

Questions for the survey:

1.

2.

3.

Observation and Experience
How can you gather information through your own observation and experience? Where would you go? What would 
you do there? How would you keep track of what you find out?

Next Step: Share your ideas. Make a plan for gathering information using the four categories. If you are 
working in small groups, each group may want to involve people in other groups. For example, everyone 
could help conduct the survey and collect the results. Compile the information you learn into a list of 
community needs.

Gathering Information About a Community Need (continued)
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