Community-Based Research Fellows “Syllabus”
Summer 2009
Anna Sims Bartel
abartel@bates.edu; 207-786-6124; 161-163 Wood Street, Lewiston

Meeting dates: 
Wednesdays from 5:30-7:30 at the Harward Center
June 24 
July 8 
July 15 
July 22 
July 29 
Aug 5 
Aug 12

Purpose of the Program:
The program is designed to support and encourage community-based research through enhanced access to academic, community, and peer expertise.  In essence, these CBR Fellows will operate within three matrices of meaningful support, benefiting from and enriching each: 
1. the vibrant and healthy network of campus-community partnerships, established over the past decades and nurtured through sustained commitment to shared interests; 
2. the close mentorship with a faculty member, as part of the Bates practice of undergraduate research; and 
3. the growing student community of practice engaged in community work through the HCCP, including CBR Peers (past Fellows who continue to serve in the program).
These matrices are inherently overlapping and mutually dependent, and our CBR Fellows will bring new sets of skills and perspectives to each.  Most importantly, these Fellows will serve to enhance the substantive research collaborations between Bates and our community partners while cultivating, themselves, a greater understanding of academic work for the public good.  

Objectives of the Program:
At the completion of the program, CBR Fellows should be able to:
· Clearly comprehend the historical context within which emerged the field of CBR that seeks to address local “community” level problems.
· Understand the moral and social responsibility of community-based researchers to protect research participants
· Have a strong sense of the variety of methodologies used by community-based researchers and have the capability to utilize them within a community-based research setting.
· Comprehend how CBR can directly and/or indirectly impact public policy.
· Articulate the various factors involved in the development of a CBR project with a community-based organization.
· Take a position on how power dynamics in society (i.e., in relation to race, class, gender, sexual orientation, etc.,) influence the way CBR is conducted.
· Have a general understanding of a variety of individual (personal growth, career opportunities), community (community empowerment and development) and political (democratization) outcomes associated with CBR.

Session format (feel free to propose variations!):
Each meeting will feature:
1. Eating while we check in about each Fellow’s project;
2. a presentation by a CBR Fellow or Peer (see below), and ensuing discussion;
3. discussion of assigned readings
4. surfacing of any other questions, ideas, issues, opportunities.

Presentations:
Presentations are intended to facilitate analysis of the presenter’s experience and the related
experiences of other CBR Cohort members.  In order to ensure that your experiences in community and your project development are discussed in class, we ask that each of you select a “phase” of research upon which to present.  The phases are articulated below.  Presentations may be informal and should take roughly 15 minutes.  Please select one of these phases or dates and let Anna know your choice.

Presentation Topics: The Phases of Community-Based Research:
1. July 8: Starting out: how do we get this going?  What seems challenging, engaging, scary?
2. July 15: Finalizing research question and research design: what issues arise?  How does this work mesh with your disciplinary research methods?  What’s new and exciting?
3. July 22: Data collection: what have you got? What do you need? Are there issues of format or reliability?  How are you gathering and storing your data?
4. July 29: Data analysis: what are you learning? Do you have the tools you need for the job?  Are there different kinds of analysis that are useful for different partners?
5. Aug 5: Wrapping up: what conclusions are you finding?  What recommendations are you making?  How are you disseminating your findings?  What products are you leaving with your partners?

Topics of Meetings  and readings:
1. June 24: Intro meeting: 
a. Introduce ourselves: who we are, why we’re here, what we’re doing.
b. What do we think CBR is?  Why do we care about it or pursue it?
c. Distribute books and research templates
d. Discuss IRB and ethics
e. Discuss work authorization cards, hours of work, and future meeting dates.

2. July 8 -- What is CBR?  (history, origins, difference from “traditional” research)
a. Strand, Kerry J. et al.  2003. “Origins and Principles of CBR,” in Community-Based Research and Higher Education: Principles and Practices, pp. 1-15.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 
b. We’ll also fill out permission forms; 
c. discuss logistics (including payment and work authorization cards), safety (transportation; liability issues), and ethics (partnership; IRB questions);
d. go over the research template so Fellows and Peers (doing research) can complete it for the second session.

3. July 15  – Why do CBR?  (principles and politics)
a. Strand, Kerry J. et al.  2003.  “Why do CBR? Benefits and Principles of Successful Partnerships,” in Community-Based Research and Higher Education: Principles and Practices, pp. 16-42.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.  
b. Please bring your completed research template.

4. July 22 – How do we do CBR? (methods and practices)
a. Strand, Kerry J. et al.  2003. “Research Practices in CBR,” in Community-Based Research and Higher Education: Principles and Practices, pp. 96-118.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 

5. July 29 – Where do we do CBR? (community contexts, geographical and theoretical)
a. Sherman, Daniel J.  2006. “A Drawbridge to the Ivory Tower: Brokering the Politics of Environmental Studies,” in Why We Write: The Politics and Practice of Writing for Social Change, ed. Jim Downs, p. 147-158.  New York: Routledge.

6. August 5 – What do we do with CBR? (evaluation, documentation, dissemination)
a. Honors thesis by Ariel Childs
b. http://www.cbprcurriculum.info/ Unit 6, Section 6.1 on “Disseminating Results.”  

7. August 12  – Wrap-up, discussion, celebration, sharing of products.  Community partners and faculty are invited, as always!
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